[Specificities of antibacterial activity of zwitterionic 7-methoxyimino cephems (cephalosporins of fourth generation].
Zwitterionic 7-methoxyimino cephalosporins possess a variable substitution at C3 which contains a quaternary nitrogen. These cephalosporins display low affinities for class I beta-lactamase and rapid penetration through the outer membrane of Gram negative bacilli. Hence, they remain active against some, but not all, ceftazidime-resistant Enterobacteriaceae. Antipseudomonas activities are generally similar to that of ceftazidime except that cefelidin is more active. The new zwitterionic compounds express greater antistaphylococcal potency than does ceftazidime. On the basis of structural and antibacterial characteristics the expression "forth generation" is acceptable to describe the wzitterionic 7-methoxyimino cephalosporins.